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In the Claims: 



Claims 1-4 (allowed) 



(previously amended)JA single disc friction clutch for a motor vehicle, comprising: 
a clutch housing; 

a single clutch disc b^ing configured to be mounted on a transmission input shaft having 
a longitudinal axis; 

said single clutch disc being configured to be axially movable along the longitudinal 
axis of a transmission input smaft; 

a solid pressure plate laving a surface; 

at least one friction lining mounted on said clutch disc; said at least one friction lining 
being configured to be disposed between said pressure plate and a flywheel; 

said pressure plate being configured and disposed to engage and disengage said clutch 



disc with a flywheel; said pres; 
along the longitudinal axis of a 
a membrane spring; saic 
and said pressure plate and hav 
pressure plate; 



ire plate being configured and disposed to be axially movable 
ransmission input shaft; 

membrane spring being disposed between said clutch housing 
ng on one axial side a radially extending surface facing said 



said membrane spring 1 eing configured and disposed to bias said pressure plate; 

a thermal insulating me Tiber supported on said surface of said pressure plate and 
disposed between said pressure plate and said membrane spring so that the insulating member 
is only in axial contact with sai( radially extending surface of said membrane spring; 
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said thermal insulating memper being configured to minimize the contact between said 
thermal insulating member and saiil membrane spring; 

said insulating member being a single, one-piece element and extending 
circumferentially about said presspe plate and having a first resistance to thermal conductivity 
and said membrane spring has a recond resistance to thermal conductivity, and wherein said 
first resistance to thermal conductivity is higher than said second resistance; 

said thermal insulating member being rigid and comprising a metal; 

said metal of said insulatmg member being configured to minimize heat conduction 
from said pressure plate to said nembrane spring. 

6. (original) The friction clhtch of claim 5, wherein said insulating member comprises a 
first surface and a second surfac e; said first surface being disposed to contact said membrane 
spring and said second surface t eing disposed to contact said pressure plate. 



7. (original) The friction c^itch 
first material; said first materia 



plate comprises a second mater 
conductivity; said metal of said 



conductivity; and the third 
first resistance to thermal cond 



of claim 5, wherein said membrane spring comprises a 
has a first resistance to thermal conductivity; said pressure 
al; said second material has a second resistance to thermal 



insulating member has a third resistance to thermal 
resistance to thermal conductivity is greater than at least one of the 
ctivity and the second resistance to thermal conductivity. 



8. (currently amended) A ^Jngle disc friction clutch for a motor vehicle, said friction 
clutch comprising: 
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a clutch housing; 
a clutch disc; 

said single clutch disc being configured to be mounted on a transmission input shaft 
having a longitudinal axis; 

said single clutch disc being configured to be axially movable along the longitudinal 
axis of a transmission input shaft; 

a pressure plate; 

at least one friction lining moJnted on said clutch disc; 

said at least one friction lining being configured to be disposed between said pressure 
plate and a flywheel; 

said pressure plate being confi| 
disc with a flywheel; 

said pressure plate being configured and disposed to be axially movable along the 
longitudinal axis of a transmission input shaft; 

a membrane spring; 

said membrane spring being disposed between said clutch housing and said pressure 



;ured and disposed to engage and disengage said clutch 



plate; 



said membrane spring being 



lonfigured and disposed to bias said pressure plate; 
said pressure plate comprising a first portion and a second portion; 
said first portion of said pressure plate being disposed to contact said clutch disc; 
said second portion of said pqpssure plate being disposed away from said clutch disc 
and having a radial length ; 
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a thermal insulating meml/er being configured to minimize heat conduction from said 
pressure plate to said membrane 'spring; 

said pressure plate havii g a protrusion extending axially in the direction of said 



membrane spring; 

said insulating member 



along said length of said secon< 



eing disposed at said protrusion between said membrane spring 



and said first portion of said pr< ssure plate and forming an insulating layer in contact with and 



portion ; 



said second portion of said pressure plate forming part of said protrusion and being 
disposed between said insulating member and said membrane spring to contact said membrane 



spring; 



said insulating member I eing rigid and comprising a metal and being a single, one- 



piece element extending circum 
said metal of said insula 
from said first portion of said p: 



erentially above said pressure plate; 
ing member being configured to minimize heat conduction 
essure plate to said membrane spring to minimize distortion of 
said membrane spring from ther nal conduction of heat from said pressure plate to said 
membrane spring. 



